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Synopsis

Culture, Health and lliness is the leading international textbook on the role of cultural and social
factors in health, illness, and medical care. Since first published in 1984, it has been used in over 40
countries within universities, medical schools and nursing colleges. This new edition meets the
ever-growing need for a clear starting point in understanding the clinical significance of cultural and
social factors. The book addresses the complex interactions between health, illness and culture by
setting out anthropological theory in a highly readable, jargon-free style and integrating this with the
practice of health care using real-life examples and case histories.Fully revised throughout, the fifth
edition has expanded its coverage of topics that are challenging both the patient and the carer’s
understanding of health and illness: poverty and inequality of healthcare, genetics, biotechnology,
the internet and health, chronic diseases, drug-resistant infections, changes in nutrition and body
image, medical care of migrants, medical technology, global pandemics such as AIDS and malaria,
drug and alcohol dependence, and patients’ 'languages of distress’, a complex topic central to the
doctor-patient relationship.In today’s world of increasing cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of
populations, Culture, Health and lliness is essential reading for students of medicine, nursing,
psychiatry, public health, health education, international health and medical anthropology, across

the globe.
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Customer Reviews



Praise for earlier edition: "'When with humility we are ready to use this excellent book, we will better
apply our science toward improving the quality of life throughout the globe’Journal of the American
Medical AssociationPraise for earlier edition: 'This book can be thoroughly recommended for its
fresh perspective on medical transactions’The LancetPraise for earlier edition: It is clearly written
and structured, a valuable source for current references, and easily accessible to the interested

general reader or student of the field’Social Sciences in Health

Cecil G Helman, Professor of Medical Anthropology, Brunel University; Senior Lecturer, Dept of

Primary Care and Population Sciences, UCL, London, UK

This is one of the most reliable literature for medical anthropology.

Large amounts of information, but boring to say the least. Most of it is common sense. The main

topic of the book is about medical anthropology.

good for class

good

This is one of two books and many articles for a community and health class. It's much easier to

read than some of the others.
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